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Meeting notes by Paul 

Gasiorowski 
The meeting was held in the Hendrickson Room. 12 

members attended, Dave kopielski., Brian Gardner., Jim 

Batchelder., Charlie Scardon., Dan Paulien., Lee 

Lygiros., Paul Gasiorowski., Frank Ress., Mike Hanlon., 

Robbie Seigerdt, Guy #1.with the pink bow tie, Guy #2  

plaid pants, Madras shirt and pre Covid face mask. Gee, 

either in the wrong room or potential members. AND of 

course.. The “TICK” 

 
Paul indicated that approximately 65 models were 

delivered to the VA in North Chicago. Additionally on 

Nov 26th the same amount of kits were delivered to the 

Hines VA center in Maywood. A volunteer in North 

Chicago indicated the models are greatly appreciated as 

the vets keep asking him aren’t there any more models. 

An extra thanks goes to Frank R, Brian G. and Charlie S. 

for their generous donations.

 
 

 

 
 

 Theme for November was 50’s Paranoia covering 

anything from the Cold War to Sci FI Movies 

 

Paul Gasiorowski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1/83rdn Box Scale Revell B-57A  
 
 

This was a simple kit to put together. The canopy had to 

be replaced with another one, as the original was very 

thin and flimsy and didn’t sit right on the fuselage. A lot 

of weight had to be added to the nose to keep it from 

sitting on its tail. Tamiya grey primer was used and then 

painted with Model Master Semi-Gloss black acrylic.  

Three modified B-57, s used by NASA are designated 

WB-57F, they are used for high altitude atmospheric 

testing, etc. They are in service and are regularly used; 

the last known flight was on Nov, 19, 2019. 

 

 
 

 
 

 



  
Dave Kopielski 

1/48th Scale Hasegawa Ki-Hei 

The decals came from the kit. Add on enhancements are 

CMK resin and PE cockpit detail set  

 

 
 

 

Mike Hanlon     Buckeye Bltz VI 

 
 

  36th FBS/86thFBW assigned to Capt. J.W. Rogers in 

Korea  1952.  This P-51D carried the names Buckeye 

Blitz and Red Eraser.    

 
Hand painted with Tamiya Paints.  The colors are: XF-

11 (JA Gray) used for the overall color. The dark green 

camo is XF-14 (JA green). 

 

 
 

 

 
Both Aeromaster and Tamiya kit decals were used 

The model was painted Alclad White Aluminum over 

all. Tamiya Acrylics were used for details,

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

1/48
th

 Scale Tamiya P-51D BUCKEYE BLITZ VI 

Mike Hanlon       MEG                                                                      

      
 

 

1/48th Scale Eduard P-51D (Original Chattanooga Choo 

Choo boxing) 334th FS/4th FG/8th A.F.and assigned to Lt 

Clarence Boretsky. He named this a/c MEG and it was 

based at Debden in the autumn of 1944.  

 

Kit decals were used. The model is painted Alclad Silver 

for the fuselage and Alclad White Aluminum for the 

wings.  Tamiya acrylics were used for the details.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

1/48
th

 Scale Eduard P-51D MEG 

 

 

 

 

Lee Lygiros 

1/72nd Scale AMT/ERTL XB-35 and YB-49 Flying 

Wings   

Work in progress (In case you hadn’t noticed.)  Lee 

brought up a few issues with the build including 

problems mating the main spar(s).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Tick 

1/5th Scale Tsukuda This Island Earth Metaluna 

Mutant  
NOTHING says paranoia like a mid-50’s  Sci Fi film 

complete with big brained 7 foot tall  humanoid being  

with crab claws for  hands….except maybe The Cold 

War, nuclear weapons, Air Raid Sirens, UFO sightings 

and well, other sci films..  

 

I didn’t buy this. Nope. Once there was a McKinstry 

member who was legendary in his modeling subjects. 

BUT we all knew him to be “damaged. “He could be 

caustic and annoying at times. It was entertainment for 

him.  It wasn’t long before I asked him to stop. But he 

didn’t, One day soon after he was visiting along with a 

few other McMembers and “needled” someone for his 

amusement ( me) So,  I told him to leave.  He did.   The 

next day there was a knock on the door and there he was 

again. He said, “Sorry.” And handed me the Tsukuda 

Metaluna Mutant model.   Well, I looked at it and 

realized this was indeed a fine gift. And I could see he 

was really sincere so I said, “Go away a**hole.” and 

closed the door on him. However, I kept the neat looking 

mutant model. A day later – a knock on the door and 

it’s… him.  I opened the door, “Sorry.” He says and 

handed me a 5th of Johnnie Walker Black. I accepted  

that bottle realizing it was indeed  a fine bottle of scotch, 

And then said, “Ok C’mon in.” The incidents never 

stopped but I did get a great Horizon Apatosaurus and   

many more bottles of scotch.  

 
 

The Mutant is a very simple build. Standing completed 

at 15” tall and consisting of some 11 parts molded in a 

funky “lime-ish” “Forrest-ee,” “Spinach-ee” green and 

made of PVC type material. The parts simply press fit 

together. A few were a bit tight but easily corrected with 

hot water. I did fill in a bit between the lower body and 

torso parts using a bit of Elmer’s glue. Paints used were 

various Model Master Colors to include gloss black, 

Brown and 34079 Green. I was happy with the brains 

using a mix of a few airbrushed greys over gloss white.  

Veins were highlighted using purple and red Sharpies.  

In some places I blended the Sharpie colors into the 

Model Master colors. Last step?   After the paints were 

dry, I applied baby oil over the brain and flesh areas. The 

only downside is that I occasionally find I need to re do 

the mineral oil finish.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Ralph the Malph Mutant  

 

 



Boeing B-47E Stratojet                                                                          

Minicraft/Hasegawa 1/72 1223    

 
         By Paul Gasiorowski  

 
I bought this model last year at the Nats, 
as I always wanted to build one. I got it 
from Rare-Planes Detective. I have 
already built a 1/144 scale version by 
Academy. 
The kit consisted of 4 gray sprues and 
one clear envelope with the canopy  
 

 
 
There was one sheet of decals designed 
by SCALEMASTER.  
The B-47 first flew in 1947 and 
approximately 2000 were built. The “E” 

production reached 1,359 units. It was 
used into the mid-1960’s after some 
modifications to the wing box to extend 
its useful life. Many were modified to 
RB-47H, s with lots of radar bulges 
along the fuselage. Its primary air 
refueler was the Boeing KC-97G, till the 
KC-135A was introduced in the early 
1960,s. 
 
The strangest thing that happened was 
on April 28, 1959 a pilot, Captain John 
S. Lappo, flew the plane beneath the 
bridge spanning the Straits of MacKinac.  
The distance between the bottom of the 
bridge and the water is only 155 feet; 
the height of the B-47 is 28 feet. Not 
much room for error. Of course he was 
court-martialed and lost his ability to fly. 
He did retire from the Air Force some 
years later as a Lt. Colonel. He was 
promoted twice, so he wasn’t in the 
doghouse forever. I imagine OLD Iron 



Pants Gen. Curtis Lemay must have 
gone ballistic. 

 
 
The build started in early June. As usual 
I started with cleaning the parts in warm 
soapy water and rinsed the parts and let 
them air dry. The instructions consisted 
of 4 pages and 1 page of very basic 
painting instructions. 
 
The instructions were basically shown 
as to be built out of the box. They didn’t 
make any sense at all so I went my own. 
I started by building the different sub-
assemblies, the wings, the engine 
pylons, the external fuel tanks. Building 
the wings, which were attached with 
really thick stubs were pretty straight 
forward. I cleaned up the edges and a 
little filling was necessary at some spots 
because they did mate flush. After 
assembling the engine pylons and fuel 
tanks, I did some test fitting to make 
sure they were flush with the wing. I will 
paint these assemblies separately, 
before attaching them to the wing. If I 
glued them beforehand it would be hard 
to get the paint in between these parts. 
Of course the engines, pylons and fuel 
tanks are not all the same color. The 
paint schemes I found on the Internet 
were all over the place, on what was 
bare metal, Anti-glare white underneath 
or gray, etc. The paint scheme I will use 
will be determined by the decals I will 
use. 

 
 
I did order a set of Warbird Decals 2011 
with 3 schemes; one was for a B-47B, a 
B-47E with common markings, all bare 
metal and a B-47E Australian “Zapped” 
and a Canadian CL-52. The Canadian 
B-47 was used as an engine test bed for 
the Iroquois engine nacelle. It was 
mounted at the tail in the right side of 
the aircraft looking forward. 
 
A lot of time was spent working on the 
engine nacelles and seams. Fitting the 
fuel tanks to the wings and seam work 
took some time. 
I ordered a Pavla (Czech Company) 
vacuum form canopy and resin ejection 
seats from England. The ejection seats 
were Weber Ejection seats. The canopy 
was a Clamshell. I spent quite a bit of 
time trimming out the canopy to get it to 
sit correctly on the fuselage. The final 
test will come when it will be the last 
piece added to the plane.    
 

 
 
The ejection seats had a lot of detail. I 
painted the seats before removing them 
from the resin stubs. I did wear my N95 
mask while doing this work. Norris 
reminded me that resin dust can be 
DANGEROUS to your health. The seats 
that came with the kit was just slabs of 
plastic to look like a seat. See Photos. 



 
 
The instructions showed that they were 
to be inserted into the front and rear 
landing gear bays after the fuselage was 
glued together. This also applied to the 
bomb bay. I did a test by taping the 
fuselage together to see how this would 
work. Not to good, it was hard to get 
them to sit correctly. They had to be 
sanded and dry fitted to each side of the 
fuselage. So I opted to glue the pieces 
to one side fuselage. I did paint them 
Zinc Chromate Yellow MM 
4851/FS13627. I then glued the other 
half of the fuselage to the half with the 
landing gear bays and bomb bay. This 
seemed to work a lot better. I still had to 
do some fiddling around to get the 
fuselage halves to fit just right. I spent 
some time working on cleaning up the 
fuselage seams.  
With all the main assemblies put 
together it was time for the painting to 
begin. Prior to the painting I wanted to 
check to see how the fit would work with 
wings and fuselage. I found that I 
wouldn’t need to glue the wings to the 
fuselage; the fit was great with barely a 
seam to be seen. I started with painting 
the assemblies with Tamiya Gray 
Surface Primer. After applying several 
coats of the gray primer over a number 
of days, I then painted the bottom of the 
fuselage with several coats Tamiya 
White Surface Primer. This white base 
is just as good as using Gloss White 

acrylic or enamels, especially after using 
Future to give it the gloss I wanted. The 
bomb bay doors and wheel well doors 
were painted separately. It was now 
time to apply MM Aluminum to the upper 
fuselage and the wings. Several light 
coats were applied to these assemblies. 
To break up the aluminum look all over 
on the wings I painted the flaps with MM 
Steel.  
 
The engine pod assemblies needed 3 
different colors applied, Aluminum, Jet 
Exhaust and White. So it took several 
more days were needed to get the 
masking, painting, more masking, and 
more painting to get these assemblies 
finished. The fuel tanks were painted in 
the same manner. It was easier to mask 
off the attach points of these 
assemblies, so that final assembly 
would be easier. 
 

 
 
There were decals for the front and rear 
instrument panels. I made some styrene 
panels and glued them to the proper 
positions. The decals would be applied 
later towards the end of the final 
assembly.  
I started the final assembly of the wings 
by attaching the engine nacelles, the 
auxiliary fuel tanks. Then added were 
the outriggers for the wing wheels and 
the wheel well doors. The main landing 
gear struts were added to the fuselage, 
along with the wheel well doors and 



bomb bay doors. After painting the 
wheels, these were then attached to the 
main and outrigger struts.   

 
 
The slow process of adding the decals 
to the wings and fuselage began. This 
took several days as I wanted them to 
dry completely. Between laying down 
the wing walk decals and the USAF 
letters and the national insignias, I hit 
the fuselage and wings with a coat of 
Future to seal the decals between steps. 
There was a large black decal for the 
area around the canopy. This took some 
cutting and fitting to get it to sit correctly. 
This was one of the decals, where once 
it was laid down, walk away and don’t 
fiddle with it. 
 
I then attached the instrument panel 
decals, to the styrene panel I glued in 
earlier. I had painted both the kit canopy 
and the vacuum form canopy, just in 
case I preferred to use one over the 
other. The kit canopy was used as I 
couldn’t get the vacuum form canopy to 
sit correctly on the fuselage. I did polish 
the kit canopy prior to masking and 
painting. The final step was to add 
position lights to the wing tips. I could 
have just painted the lights on the edges 
of the wing tip. I opted to make some 
clear lenses out of some clear sprues. It 
was more work than I anticipated. 
Where the lenses were going to be 
placed, I drilled a small hole in the wing 

tip and added green and red paint. Also 
behind the lenses I drilled a small hole 
and added some red and green paint. I 
think it gives the wing tips a better real 
look. I built a box to carry the B-47E, 
with the wings and fuselage which are 
separated.  

 
 
The foot print of a completed B-47E 
would be about 22” x 22”.                                                                                        
I don’t have a shelf or bookcase top big 
enough to hold it.  
The plane was purchased at the 2019 
IPMS convention from Rare-Plane 
Detective for $55.00, the Warbird decals 
WAR72015 were ordered from RPD 
also for $12.00. The Paval Model 
canopy   V72-102 and seats S72078 
Weber Ejection seats were ordered from 
www.oxoniansplasticfantastics.co.uk for 
$9.62 and $11.71 shipping. 
This kit was a pretty nice build overall. I 
enjoyed building it. 

http://www.oxoniansplasticfantastics.co.uk/


 
B47E  review by Paul Gasiorowski  

 
 

                                  
Brian Gardner brought these interesting items to the meeting to include a piece of an SBD Dauntless and an 

N1K2 Shiden Kai  (George) plus a walk around photo album  of these a/c  

That’s all folks,   The Tick     

 


